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REF: (/IgWetMMABAD 12532 (NOTAL) 
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1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A GOP PRESS INFORMATION 
DEPARTMENT (PID) HANDOUT DATED SEPTEMBER 23 QUOTING 
AN UNIDENTIFIED MFA SPOKESMAN ON PRESIDENT SADAT'S 
NBC INTERVIEW ON SHIPMENT OF ARMS TO THE AFGHAN 
MUJAHIDEEN. HEADLINE READS "PAKISTAN NOT INVOLVED IN 
SUPPLY OF ARMS TO AFGHAN MUJAHIDEEN. ■ 



2. QUOTE: 



A FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN, COMMENTING UPON 

PAGE NO. 
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RECENT SPECULATION IN THE FOREIGN MEDIA THAT THE 
UNITED STATES HAD BEEN BUYING SOVIET ARMS FROM EGYPT FOR 
SUPPLYING THE AFGHAN MUJAHIDEEN. STATED THAT AS FAR AS 
THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN WAS CONCERNED ITS POLICY IN 
THIS MATTER WAS VERY CLEAR AND REMAINED UNCHANGED. 
PAKISTAN HAD GIVEN SHELTER TO OVER 2.3 MILLION AFGHAN 
REFUGEES ON PURELY HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. 

3. WHEN HIS ATTENTION WAS DRAWN TO PRESIDENT ANWAR 
SADAT'S INTERVIEW WITH NBC TELEVISION, THE SPOKESMAN 
SAID THAT PAKISTAN HAD NO DIRECT OR INDIRECT KNOWLEDGE 
OF ANY U.S. -EGYPTIAN ARRANGEMENT REPORTED. 

4. THE SPOKESMAN TERMED THE REMARKS REPORTEDLY MADE 
BY SOME UNNAMED PERSONS INVOLVING PAKISTAN IN THIS 
MATTER AS TOTALLY BASELESS. HE ADDED THAT PAKISTAN 

CONTINUH>*PO»JDBSERVE A POLICY OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN 

THE INT E*nNAl» AFFAIRS OF AFGHANISTAN AND WOULD *••••* 

NOT BECO/fe^. 

CONDUIT OI» ARMS FOR AFGHAN MUJAHIDEEN. • • • 

• • • • 

5. THE .SPOKESMAN SAID THAT AS WIDELY REPORTED THE .•••*. 
AFGHAN RKI9TANCE WHICH WAS A PURELY INTERNAL PHENOMENON * • 
IN AFGHAN4&W1 HAD ENGULFED THE ENTIRE COUNTRY INCLUDING •••••• 

UNCLASSIFIED! 



PAGE 03 



ISLAMA 12732 2910512 



AREAS AtJjA*CjWfr TO THE SOVIET UNION. HE POINTED TO THE 
WELL KNOW/4 FA£T THAT THERE HAD BEEN LARGE SCALE 
DESERTIONS AND DEFECTIONS FROM THE AFGHAN ARMED FORCES 
AND THE*MErT^(AD CARRIED AWAY THEIR WEAPONS. THERE WERE 
ALSO RElWfS^OF WIDE-SCALE ATTACKS BY AFGHAN RESISTANCE 
GROUPS Of*<MM4S AND AMMUNITION DEPOTS WITHIN 
AFGHANI SrAV 

6. IN ANSWEV TO A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT 
OF PAKl£f$T # <3)ULD NOT SEAL THE BORDER HE SAID THAT THIS 
WAS IMPRACTICABLE SINCE THE BORDER WAS ALMOST 1400 MILES 
LONG ANtt«OA5SED THROUGH VERY DIFFICULT MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN. 
THERE V&ZMSO THE AGE-OLD TRADITION OF FREE MOVEMENT 

IN THE TRIBAL BELT ON THE BORDER BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND 
AFGHANISTAN. HE RECALLED. AS EVIDENCE OF ITS GOOD 
INTENTIONS, THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN HAD STATED 
REPEATEDLY THAT IT WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF THE 
AUTHORITIES ON THE OTHER SIDE WOULD SEAL THE BORDER 
THEMSELVES. UNQUOTE. 

7. PID RELEASE WAS PROMINENTLY CARRIED IN MOST OF THE 
ENGLISH AND URDU PRESS ON SEPTEMBER 29. 

8. KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. KING 
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